PANEL DISCUSSION
UNCAHP for a better world for animals?
15 january 2021 • 12:00 UTC • Online event

Programme
12:00 Introduction by Eva Bernet Kempers
& Marine Lercier
Junior Fellows, GRN Think Tank on Animals & Biodiversity

12:05 UNCAHP by Sabine Brels
& Antoine F. Goetschel
Co-Founders, Global Animal Law GAL Association

12:15 Jessica Bridgers
Executive Director, World Animal Net

12:30 Jakob Zinsstag
Professor, Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute

12:45 Lorena Bilicic
Professor, University of Buenos Aires
Observatorio de Derecho Animal

13:00 Dirk-Jan Verdonk
Director, World Animal Protection Netherlands

13:15 Louise van der Merwe
Founder, Animal Voice Academy

13:30 Pei F. Su
Founder and Director, ACTAsia

13:45-14:15 Discussion

Aims & Objectives
Arguments in support of UNCAHP adoption by
the UN General Assembly
1. UNCAHP is essential to fill the GAP of Global Animal
Protection
2. Protect animal health globally
3. Protect animal welfare globally
4. Protect animal species globally
5. Protect animals’ interests globally (Interest to live, to
be free, to be well treated, to be represented)
6. Give all animals a voice at the UN
7. Make animal health and protection a new common
imperative for all Nations
8. Strengthen the obligations of responsibility, care, and
assistance towards animals
9. Apply the principles of non-cruelty and good treatment
of animals in all countries
10. Promote the research of alternatives to animal
production and exploitation

Sabine Brels
Co-founder of the Global Animal Law GAL Association
and Head of the UNCAHP project
Bio: Having a background in international animal law, her Ph.D. thesis focused on
global animal welfare protection and concluded on the need for a framework
convention at the UN to better protect animals worldwide. As a result, the UNCAHP
was born as a framework proposal for a ‘UN Convention on Animal Health and
Protection’. After the first draft is done together with the GAL President Antoine
Goetschel, other international animal law experts added their inputs for a collective
result. Her work now focuses on the best ways to get this global convention adopted
at the UN.

Antoine F. Goetschel
Founder and President of the Global Animal Law GAL
Association
Bio: GAL President Antoine F. Goetschel is a Swiss Lawyer and International Animal
Law and Ethics Consultant, GAL President. His work and research are mainly related to
animal law and animal ethics at the local, national, and international levels. He studied
at the Faculty of Law & Political Science at the University of Zurich. In 1986, he
received the title of Attorney at Law. After writing two scientific books on animal
rights and welfare, he graduated in 1989 as a Doctor of Law (J.D.) from the University
of Zurich with a thesis on animal welfare and basic rights. He has dedicated his career
to animal issues in national/international law and ethical practice and works as a
lecturer at the Law Department of the University of Zurich. He has been involved in
providing better legal protection to humans, animals, and the environment for thirty
years.

Jessica Bridgers
Executive Director, World Animal Net

Bio: Jessica is the Executive Director at World Animal Net (WAN). She combines a
scientific background with a passion for animal protection. She first attended the UN
High-Level Political Forum in 2017 and is now working to help more animal protection
organizations engage the UN's Sustainable Development Agenda to ensure the interests
of animals are included and considered there. WAN also works on animal issues in other
international policy streams, including UN Environment, the World Bank, and the World
Organisation for Animal Health, in addition to producing materials to assist animal
protection organizations in engaging international policy to improve the lives of animals.

Title: How Has COVID-19 Shifted the Global Dialogue
on Animal Welfare?
Abstract: In order for animal welfare to be mainstreamed globally and across sectors,
it is critical that it is adopted by international organizations at the highest level.
COVID-19 has emerged as a global crisis inexplicably tied to humanity’s treatment of
animals, forcing animal use into the global spotlight and bringing the issue into the
purview of many global institutions for the first time. The emergence of COVID-19 would
have been expected to significantly increase the tractability of animal welfare in
international policy. However, the response of global institutions has been largely
underwhelming. This presentation will provide an overview of how various institutions
have responded to this crisis as it relates to animals, including the UN Environment
Programme, Convention on Biological Diversity, development banks, and the UN General
Assembly. It will also identify gaps that prevented the animal protection movement from
leveraging the moment to the fullest extent, and what this can mean for future efforts
to achieve recognition of animal welfare at the global level.

Jakob Zinsstag
Human and Animal Health Unit Deputy
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute

Head,

Bio: Prof. Dr. Jakob Zinsstag is a veterinarian with a Ph.D. in tropical animal health. He
spent eight years in West Africa at the International Trypanotolerance Centre in The
Gambia and four years as the director of the Centre Suisse de Recherches Scientifiques
in Côte d’Ivoire. Since 1998 he heads a research group on human and animal health at
the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute. Since 2011 his is deputy head of the
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health at Swiss TPHI. He focuses on the control
of zoonoses in developing countries and the provision of health care to mobile
pastoralists using a One Health approach. He is past president of the International
Association for Ecology and Health and president of the scientific board of the
Transdisciplinary network of the Swiss Academies.

Title: One Health and the consequences for
animal protection and welfare

Abstract: One Health is the added value of better health of humans and animals and/ or
financial savings and environmental services resulting from closer cooperation of human
and animal health and other sectors. A common view of the health of humans and
animals, domestic and wild sheds light on a new perspective on animal rights and
welfare. Similar to human rights, a One Health perspective raises co-creational
philosophical and ethical issues on how to promote animal welfare and rights. The current
Covid-19 pandemic points towards a massive crisis of biosecurity and animal welfare at
the animal-human interface. Significant improvements in biosecurity and animal welfare
are critical for the prevention of the next pandemic. A UNCAHP paves the way to better
animal welfare in general and to a strong contribution to the prevention of future
pandemics.

Liliana Lorena Bilicic
President and Founder of Animalius Argentina
Director of the Animal Rights Observatory
Lawyer, Professor, and International Consultant in
Animal Law

Bio: Dedicated to the struggle for the recognition of non-human animals' rights from an
early age. She studied at the School of Law and Social Sciences of the University of
Buenos Aires (Argentina) and at the 21st Century Business University. She is a tenured
professor at the postgraduate "Diploma in Non-Human Animal Rights" at Grupo
Professional - Institute of Education for professionals, and a collaborating professor in
"Legal Protection of Animals" at the Law School of the University of Buenos Aires. She
was the Organizer of the 1st International Virtual Congress of Animal Law 2020 and is
the Director and co-author of the Book "Legal Protection of Non-Human Animals". She
is also an Independent Expert at the United Nations - Harmony With Nature Program
and a specialist in the Latin American approach to animal protection.

Title: The non-human person new paradigm:
South American perspective for a global approach

The evolution towards a new paradigm of recognition of the rights of other animals is
undeniable, and so is the enormous need to frame our social and legal reality towards
their inclusion in our moral and legal sphere. It is necessary to finally break with that
otherness to which, century after century, non-human animals have been relegated as a
consequence of anthropocentrism and speciesism, denying them the fundamental rights
they are entitled to as sentient beings. The acceptance of their status as victims of
violence, including in the area of criminal law, in certain legislations such as that of
Argentina, has constituted major progress in the legal consideration of non-human
animals as subjects of rights, managing to replicate the concept of the non-human
person at the jurisprudential level, setting a significant global precedent for their
protection. However, many legal systems continue to objectify them, denying their
condition as sentient beings, subjects of a life. The development of international
instruments for their effective protection, from an anti-speciesist perspective that
would not regulate their abuse but rather prohibit it, would represent a decisive step
towards social and legal change in the recognition and defense of their fundamental
rights.

Dirk-Jan Verdonk
Director, World Animal Protection, The Netherlands
Chair of the Dutch Animal Coalition

Bio: Dirk Verdonk is country director of the Dutch office of World Animal Protection and
chair of the Dutch Animal Coalition. Moreover, he sits on the steering committee of the
European Alliance for Plant-based Foods and is one of the initiators of the FARMS
initiative, aimed at promoting animal welfare within the financial sector. He is the author
of several books on human-animal relationships and vegetarianism and obtained a Ph.D.
on these issues at Utrecht University. Verdonk has been actively involved in lobby and
advocacy for the inclusion of animal welfare at the UN level.

Title: From UDAW to UNCAHP
Abstract: In the first decade of the 21st century, the World Society
for the Protection of Animals (now: World Animal Protection) started
campaigning and lobbying for a Universal Declaration on Animal
Welfare (UDAW) to be adopted by the UN. That proved to be an
inspiring and challenging journey – which is still underway.
Highlights include mass mobilization, governmental support, and the
inclusion of animal welfare as a concept within the UN language. Its
intermediate results and hurdles provide important lessons.
Significant as a UDAW will be, it is not the end destination. It is time
to look beyond UDAW and consider what is next. UNCAHP provides
an ambitious proposal for the next station the global animal
protection movement could try to reach.

Louise van der Merwe
Humane Education Specialist
Founder Animal Voice Academy and Caring Classrooms

Bio. Louise van der Merwe is Managing Trustee of The Humane Education Trust in South
Africa and Editor of the national magazine Animal Voice. As a specialist in humane
education, she is the founder of the online platforms www.CaringClassrooms.co.za and
www.animalvoiceacademy.org/courseview/teachers.
Both
platforms
received
a
significant boost when Covid-19 shut down attendance at schools. In the eight months
since lockdown, local teachers have downloaded 3210 humane education lesson plans
from the Caring Classrooms platform, all of which are curriculum-aligned and teach a
fundamental understanding of the UN-supported Five Freedoms for Animals. Even
though attendance at schools has returned more-or-less to normal, the popularity of
these online lesson plans continues to grow exponentially. Louise’s work in humane
education will be included in the forthcoming Humane Education Handbook edited by the
Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics.

Title: Why Nelson Mandela would call UNCAHP the
‘greatest gift’
Abstract: The OIE-endorsed ‘Five Freedoms for Animals’ was put to the test as a
fundamental educational requirement for young learners in South Africa. Academically
assessed results are so compelling that there can be no doubt that this basic learning
should be extended to the benefit of every child across the planet. But how? In 1997,
South Africa’s great leader Nelson Mandela said in a speech that has reverberated
down the years: “In time, we must bestow on South Africa the greatest gift - a more
humane society.” By adopting UNCAHP the UN will be making that ‘greatest gift’ to
children across Africa and beyond. The Five Freedoms are reflected in UNCAHP. By
adopting UNCAHP, the United Nations will set a long overdue example whereby animals
are shown to be deserving of respect and good care. In so doing the UN will start the
journey to restore grace and dignity to the human race – without which we will never
value ourselves, our destruction of the environment will continue, the animals will be
exposed to our grossest cruelties, and violence will destroy all that we hoped would be
there… for our children.

Pei F. Su
Founder and Chief Executive, ACTAsia
Bio: Pei F. Su has been active in humane education, animal movement, and non-profit
organization management for nearly 25 years and spearheaded various campaigns in
Asia. She also has in-depth knowledge and experience in strategic planning,
international project management, and animal welfare and wildlife legislation in diverse
environments. Pei is regularly invited to present at international conferences and has
published numerous reports and articles on various animal-related studies. To date,
ACTAsia has received numerous awards in China and other countries. In 2017 Pei
received the CEVA International Award to recognize her personal contributions to
education and animal welfare. In 2019 she received the Charitable Leadership Award
from Jiemian News, Shanghai United Media Group, for her contribution to promoting
sustainable fur-free fashion, and her dedication to educating children through Caring
for Life (CFL) Education. In 2020 at the China Charity Festival, she received Best
Charity Figure Award for her contribution to charity work in China.

Title: The importance of UNCAHP in the Asian context

Abstract: Now is the time to make concerted and united efforts to address all the
shortcomings in the management and protection of animals and human lives, not just in
China, but throughout Asia. UNCAHP provides the world with an ideal opportunity by
giving vision to leaders of Asian countries and emphasizing the interrelationship
between people and animals. Now with an awakening of potential threats for future
pandemics, governments can be guided by UNCAHP and accept One Health and One
Welfare concepts, acknowledging that global health and welfare of humans and
animals are interdependent.

Organizers

