
Roundtable on Animal Labour

A N I M A L  L A B O U R  I N  A  M U L T I S P E C I E S
S O C I E T Y :  A  S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  I S S U E ?



May 1st is traditionally a day of remembrance for labour-related

struggles. This year, we would like to take this opportunity to reflect on

the work of animals and overcome the assumption that labour is a

uniquely human affair. From foraging bees to police dogs to equine

therapists, the contributions of animals through their labour to the life,

wealth, and welfare of the multispecies society are manifold. The

objective of this roundtable is to generate a meaningful discussion

among the speakers to increase the visibility of the multi-sectoral

implications of animal labour and encourage further research on this

topic and its inclusion in the law. In particular, we aim to draw attention

to the condition of domestic animals working in the human-animal

society and the challenges posed by their legal, social and political

status. Labour can be a genuine site of interspecies cooperation and

flourishing, yet this can be a site of extreme instrumentalization and

exploitation , too. We hope to highlight the convergence of human and

animal interests in calling for the recognition of non-human animals as

workers towards their better protection in the workplace.

Five Animal Law and Animal Labour experts will be sharing their

views on key issues, moderated by the Junior Fellows of the Think Tank

on Animals & Biodiversity. The roundtable is scheduled to last about 1

hour and a half, including an opportunity for the audience to ask

questions directly to the speakers following the discussion.

Free tickets for the Zoom conference-room will be available for a

limited number of participants, while the public will be able to follow

the event live on the Global Research Network's YouTube channel.

ANIMAL LABOUR IN A MULTISPECIES SOCIETY: 
A SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUE?

MAY 1ST, 2021, AT 7 PM (LONDON TIME)

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzEuy6EyRJAn8LvLDs0TIyg
https://grn.global/event-4124637


May 1st, 2021, at 7 PM 

(London time) 

7 pm Welcome by Dr. Yoriko Otomo,

director of the Global Research

Network, Eva Bernet Kempers & Marine

Lercier

7:05 pm Introduction to the Speakers

7:10 pm Discussion

The discussion will focus on how and which

animals work, under what conditions, and

address the status and protection of animals

working with humans. Their inclusion from a

social justice perspective as vulnerable

workers in society will be explored. 

8:10 pm Q & A with the Audience

8:25 pm Concluding Words

Check the time of the event

in your time zone

ANIMAL LABOUR IN A MULTISPECIES SOCIETY: A SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUE?

CLICK HERE 

TO REGISTER

http://www.thetimezoneconverter.com/
http://www.thetimezoneconverter.com/
https://grn.global/event-4124637
https://grn.global/event-4124637
https://grn.global/event-4124637


Charlotte Blattner is a Senior Researcher and Lecturer at the

Institute for Public Law, University of Bern, Switzerland. She earned

her Ph.D. in International law and animal law from the University of

Basel, Switzerland, as part of the doctoral program Law and

Animals. From 2017-2018, she completed a postdoctoral fellowship

at the Department of Philosophy at Queen’s University, Canada,

working on animal labour as part of Animals in Philosophy, Politics,

Law, and Ethics (APPLE). From 2018-2020, Blattner was a

postdoctoral fellow at Harvard Law School’s Animal Law & Policy

Program, funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation, to

explore critical intersections of animal and environmental law. She

is the author of Protecting Animals Within and Across Borders (2019)

and Animal Labour: A New Frontier of Interspecies Justice? (2020,

coedited with Will Kymlicka and Kendra Coulter), both published by

Oxford University Press. Her current research focuses on climate law

and studies, in an attempt to challenge conservative estimates,

purely market-based mechanisms, and ingrained anthropocentrism.

Kendra Coulter is chair of the department

of labour studies and holds the

Chancellor's Chair for Research Excellence

at Brock University, Canada where she also

teaches the unique courses Animals at

Work and Good, Green, and Humane Jobs.

She is a fellow of the Oxford Centre for

Animal Ethics, and an invited member of

the Royal Society of Canada's College of

New Scholars, Artists, and Scientists, the

Canadian Violence Link Coalition

Coordinating Committee, and the Ontario

government's Provincial Animal Welfare

Services Advisory Table. She is the author

of Animals, Work, and the Promise of

Interspecies Solidarity , and the co-editor,

with Charlotte Blattner and Will Kymlicka,

of Animal Labour: A New Frontier of

Interspecies Justice?

Featuring international experts in Animal law, Labour law, Human rights law, and Social justice

Dinesh Wadiwel is Senior Lecturer in socio-legal studies and human

rights in the Department of Sociology and Social Policy, The

University of Sydney. Dinesh’s research interests include theories of

violence, critical animal studies and disability rights. He is author of

the monograph, The War against Animals (Brill 2015), is co-editor

(with Matthew Chrulew) of Foucault and Animals (Brill, 2016) and his

essays have appeared in Cultural Studies Review, Angelaki, New

Literary History and South Atlantic Quarterly. Dinesh is completing a

book exploring the political relations between animals and

capitalism, and also developing a new research project exploring the

political history of pleasure.



Hosted by Eva Bernet

Kempers & Marine Lercier,

Ph.D. candidates in Animal

Law, Junior Fellows for the

Animals & Biodiversity Think

Tank programme at the

Global Research Network.

Visit us here and join the

Global Research Network!

Jailson Rocha holds a Ph.D. in Law from

the Federal University of Bahia - Brazil. He

is a professor at the Federal University of

Paraiba - Brazil, Observatory of Bioethics,

Animal Law's Coordinator (OBDA-UFPB),

and the coordinator of the collective work

We and the other animals: multi-species

sociabilities and normativities (Editora

UFPB, 2020, in Portuguese). He is the

author of the book Latinamerican animal

law: a decolonial experience (In press,

Editora Apeku, 2021, in Portuguese). His

works in the area of Animal Law focus on

multispecies studies and a decolonial

perspective.

Featuring international experts in Animal law, Labour law, Human rights law, and Social justice

Maneesha Deckha is Professor and

Lansdowne Chair in Law at the University

of Victoria. Her research interests include

animal law, critical theory, health law,

bioethics, and reproductive policy. Her

interdisciplinary scholarship has been

funded by the Canadian Institutes of

Health Research and the Social Sciences

and Humanities Research Council of

Canada. She also held the Fulbright

Visiting Chair in Law and Society at New

York University. Professor Deckha currently

serves as Director of the Animals & Society

Research Initiative at the University of

Victoria as well as on the Editorial Boards

of Politics and Animals and Hypatia. She is

an inaugural fellow of the Brooks Animal

Studies Academic Network at the Brooks

Institute for Animal Rights Law & Policy and

is a graduate of McGill University (BA), the

University of Toronto (LLB), and Columbia

University (LLM).

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

http://thinktank.grn.global/animals-biodiversity/about/
https://grn.global/applytojoin
https://grn.global/event-4124637

